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Introduction

• We have been registered in South Africa as a regional Public 

Benefit Organisation since 2004

• We have a voluntary, fiduciary Board which acts as trustees 

and advisors

• It is still the mission of the SA Node to:

1. Spread the culture of futures thinking in the region

2. Deepen expertise in futures amongst institutions and individuals in 

southern Africa and

3. Galvanise and mobilize southern African experts and networks to 

participate in the activities of the Millennium Project.

• We have been relatively less active in past year due to 

capacity and funding constraints, but have had one major 

regional project reported herein.

https://sampnode.org.za/



2024 Highlights

• Eastern & Southern Africa Youth Futures Project (IDRC)

• https://foresightfordevelopment.org/youthfutures/

• ForesightForDevelopment.org suspended

• Hosting Youth & Capacity to Decolonise project 

• Other Connectivity:

• Masterclass with Future Africa – Geci, Koffi & Riel

• Linkage - SOIF NGFP basketweavers

• Linkage - UNESCO Chair - Tanja

• Linkage - ICESCO Chair - Geci

• Tayarisha / ICEGOV 2024 in South Africa 



FFD has been our Flagship Project



Aug 2023: FFD Newsletters suspended



Eastern & Southern Africa Youth Futures Project

• IDRC invited SA Node to bid for this 

project. We successfully won the bid in 

partnership with SAIIA.

• Project aim: Identify and address youth skills 

needs in ESA by employing futures thinking, 

collaborating with various stakeholders to foster 

youth-led agency for social justice.

• Context: Post-COVID-19 and climate crisis era 

presents a dynamic landscape for African youth, 

marked by rapid changes in the economic, 

education, technology, and social domains, 

offering both new opportunities and challenges.

• Problem 1: African youth lack the knowledge 

and skills of how to catalyse their change 

agency to play a key role in tackling both the 

opportunities and challenges, requiring a 

comprehensive approach to address gaps in 

knowledge, policy engagement, and 

collaboration with experts

• Problem 2: African youth lack futures literacy and 

strategic foresight capabilities to address the 

gaps in content knowledge, policy engagement, 

and project implementation that will reframe 

their thinking and change agency to develop 

proactive strategies, intersectional approaches, 

and meaningful collaboration with experts and 

decisionmakers.

https://saiia.org.za/
http://sampnode.org.za/
https://mietafrica.org/
https://twaweza.org/


We created a Youth Website linked to FFD - An Active 
Online Platform for Youth Advocacy

http://foresightfordevelopment.org/youthfutures/

• A dedicated microsite was created 

as a live and open platform, serving 

as a repository for project 

knowledge and fostering structured 

engagement following workshops.

• The platform includes a multi-format 

discussion forum and is integrated 

into the existing African foresight for 

development platform for 

sustainability and will be linked to the 

project page on the SAIIA website.

http://foresightfordevelopment.org/youthfutures/




Anticipatory Governance Masterclass (Pilot)

• Node Directors Koffi Kouakou 

and Geci Karuri-Sebina 

collaborated with Future Africa 

to pilot a first Masterclass 

offering on Futures Literacy 

and Anticipatory Governance.

• The idea is to revise and offer 

the course into the future at 

both Univeristy of Pretoria and 

University of Witwatersrand 

(Johannesburg)



ICEGOV 2024 to be hosted 1-4 October, @Pretoria



ICEGOV 2024 to be hosted 1-4 October, @Pretoria

• ICEGOV is the foremost digital / e-

government conference in the world 

(according to the UN)

• South Africa has been invited to host

the 17th edition

• It presents an important opportunity for 

the MP to consider submitting papers 

and participating as a space for 

learning and influence with public and 

private sector digital leaders 

• https://www.icegov.org/



SA Node Priorities going forward

• Infuse new energy in Node, purposefully 

including Youth

• FFD Resume, Revive & Refresh:

• Expand platform and activity into more 

African countries and issues

• Partnerships/ MoA’s with other organizations: 

e.g. regional universities, African Union 

initiatives, UNESCO

• Growth beyond Africa (network of 

partnered FFD regional platforms?)

• Improve participation in MP activities

• Cooperation with other Nodes where possible, 

particularly solidifying contact with African nodes

• Secure SA Node financial position

Youth Futures project participants in Nairobi, April 2023



SA Node Board Members 

Tanja Hichert
MP Southern Africa Node – Director
Email: tanja@hichert.co.za
Mobile: +27 82 576 6429

Geci Karuri-Sebina
MP Southern Africa Node – Director
Email: GeciK@yahoo.com
Mobile: +27 72 148 1132

Jan Bezuidenhout
MP Southern Africa Node – Director
Email: Jan.Bezuidenhout@za.ey.com
Mobile: +27 83 6595827

Rasigan Maharajh
MP Southern Africa Node – Chair
Email: rasigan@ieri.org.za 
Mobile: +27 82 882 8781

Koffi Kouakou
MP Southern Africa Node – Director
Email: koffizulu@gmail.com 
Mobile: +27 72 286 2827

Stewart Barrett
MP Southern Africa Node – Director
Email:  barret.stewart@gmail.com
Mobile: +27 83 540 6211

Alioune Sall
MP Southern Africa Node – Director
Email: palosall@yahoo.fr  
Mobile: +221 77 639 39 78
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